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1* I called on President Thieu this morning at 0930 hours and 

• ♦ 

gave him the six points (Ref B) that President. Nixon would cover 

in his brief statement on December 15. 


2. President Thieu, translating from his Vietnamese notes, then 
gave me text of the statement which he plans to issue by radio at 
0700 hours Saigon time Tuesday, December 16. 

BEGIN TRANSLATION: 

a. Today, December 16, 1969, the President announced that 
the Government of Viet-Nam has agreed with the United States 
Government on the third redeployment to be terminated by 


April 15, 1 970. 
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b. It is announced that after the first two redeployments, 
the ceiling was reduced to 484, 000, This will be further 
reduced by April 15, 1970, to 434,000, 

c. This third redeployment, like the two preceding re- 
deployments, are within the policies of the Vietnamese 
Government that we take more and more responsibility 
to protect our country. This redeployment is within the 
program of replacements for 1970 that the Vietnamese 
Government has mentioned previously. END TRANSLATION, 

3, I think the language of this may be slightly polished, but 
the essence of what President Thieu plans to announce is 
given above, 

4 • President Thieu then referred to conversations General 
Abrams and General Vien had on the units and timing of the 
withdrawals, of which he had the details in front of him. He 
said that the most vulnerable time for enemy attack was between 


♦ 

now and Tet 1970 and that therefore it was preferable to withdraw 
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the bulk of U. S. forces after March 1. He said General 
Abrams 1 plans fairly well met this criteria. I said this 
was in accordance with the word I had received from 

Washington. He said he would like to have soon a meeting 

% 

with me. General Abrams, and General Vien to go into the 
details of the next reduction. 
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